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Action Research on the Tmplementatiun of Teaching for Active Learning
in Two Elementary Madrasahs in Aceh
Sulastri Mubammad Syah.* Yulia Fitri" Bainuddin Yani." Adlim,”
Tri Qurnatt,® Mursalmi® Tasnim Tdris." and Sabarmi”

“prah Kuala indversity, Tndonsis
"State fsianiic Snucies lnstle Ar-Sanimy, fndnesda

Abstract

Teacking for active [earning i an insructional sratcgy that has been shown e Enprove stdent achlevement. Maree of iis zdvoeatey alsw strese i
comtribuition to the develapment of democratle dlspesirions o schonl children. [ has, (kerelore, becne 2 popular reform Intended o improva teachiag and
Besarriing in1 schacls avcund the world, ncluding (ndonesis, where it was 8 key component of training ronducted @ Aceh ander the auspices of the LISA11-
funcled Deceanralized Basic Educadion 2 Froject (DBEZN. In orcer 1o geugs the exteni o wiich leacting o dotive léwning was bejng adopred In Aceh, a
team ol lectumes Trore Syiah Keeli Univessily aod e State Islamic Studles Instinae in Banda Areh conducted s action sessarch project daslgaed 1o
identify the challenges fzeed by deachers attempting 1o teach for-aetive leaming in two elementary level mardrasahs 2s well as stralepics that might assist
them in that affor. The resules of our resserch show il while the iedlial raining provided m teachers heighrened their omaciousness of teaching fo
aoiive leaming and inspired some to experimeeni with the aew laching reethadolory, ieachers understanding and acceplance ol active leaming was sill
tentative and could be urdermined withon sffective leadership and long enn menleig,

Abstrak

Pengajaan ok pembelyjaran akilf factive eemingl merupakan swategi mengejar yang telab lerbukno imeningkarkan prestast-slswa, Banyak
pemchikuigizya menckanban kuoiibost staegd Dl dalan pengersbangan sivap dermakvatls siswa, Rarema ohe, stratcgi ind roengedi- popular di progeam-
program pechaikan kealites belsfar mengejar df berbagas sekolah i dunia, tenmasuk Indones:a, dan menjadi komponen wena dalang zeladhan gui 2
Acsh dibaveh program Decenicalized Basic Tducation [DBE2) bantuan TSALD. Cama mergnkir safanh mars dctive Teamning diadops: £1 Aceh, tm dosen
Universitas Swiah Knala dan Institd Megerd Spana [slan (TATNG 8 Baada Acel mengadzkan provek persiitian tindakan wntak mengidenifikast keadala
kendala veng clhadas! gunn vang terusaha mengajar menggunakan soive-beriing G dus iadasal tbtidaival, dan oemioemulas strategl yang maumgkin
dupar membastu parg g Welaupun pelatlhen awal mampn meningkathen kesecaran den prreps guro eduadap penbelalaran active leerning dan
trernotivash meccka until berekspermen dengan mernde dan ind hasil penelifian menumfuokban babwa, pasa guen masth memperlitiakan fnglat
penerism dan pormabaimnan vang tertatf dan Blsa berkorang ik fidsk difringt dengan sepemimpinan vang efekiif dan blmbingan janghks panjang,

Eey Wornds: Avive Learning, Teachiog, Aveh, Madiasad,

Tntroductlon

The Indonesian province of Aceh ard its capital Banda Aceh
bave sttracted world-wide aflention dus (o (e peatsscted sreugole
(1976-2005) for the independence of Aceh (Reid 2006) and the
*Corrgspemiding anthor. Addreas: Facilne of Edercatinn, Swviah
Huaia University, Banda Aceh. Nangproe. Aceh Dansssalam.
Indonesia, Email; sulastel RipE gmail.conm,

disaslrous sunaml that struck the province on 26 Decenber 2004
Hoth tragedies severely affected sll secions ol Acehnese anciety.
inciuding education, Many feachers left the province during the
rezellion, 2nd as many as 800 schools were burned (Mare 2005).
Then the tmnard conpletoly destraved or damaped 1843 units of
21,843 rotal schools and kilied approxdmately 2,640 f2achers om
of £20615 lo@El leachers in the povinee (Naoenal  Flanning
Apgency 2008}, The sheer scale of e disaswes elicited an
ivernational humanitarian and development asslsiance response of

Sl This work iz licensed under a Craative Commons-Atiribulon-Moncomingsial-ha Demeatie Waorks 3.0 Lnited States License.
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unprecedenied srape: by 2008 the educatiomal Infrastroctur: had
beay rehullt and mew lgaciers recruited,

Many ineational prganizations  participated in the
edevelopment of the shysicel and humas infrasirucie of
sducation m Acch after the runami disasier. The United States
Apency for Internarional Development, for example, thraugh its
Serenalized  Basle Bdumdion 2 (DBEZ)  initative, was
extersively nvolved in helping te improve teaching and learing
at-all levels of Archnese education: The DEEZ project tramed
Aundreds of feachers in both public slementary: schanls (5L
Grkadak dasas) and [elamic primary schools (MIN: madrasah
ihtids ‘iyak nezrd) throughowt the province. I also trained schoal
principals and speevisors and smemhers of school committses L
supporl (he enenges teachers were allempring 1o implement n
thietr classronm practicns, Cne mpoant element uf rhat training
was teaching for active leaming.

Why Active Tearning?

Recoprition of the impomance of swdenls” active engagemini
in Ueir own leaming dates 2l least oy G back as Jean-Jacques
Rousseau [1762/1979) and has beer @ hey clemeat of mosl
education phiinsophies—Pestalozzl, Froehel. Montessori, Dewey.
Vyaorsky, w mame lwr a few—ever slace (Dewey 1HI0, 1938:
Wygolsky 1978, Rusk and Sertland 1977). &eiive learning is. At s
must basic 1evel, “iny Instructional mithod that engages students
in the learning process (Prince 2004, 1), Active leaming sirategles
ephasize the significance of the lparmer's involvement In e
learming  process and  may  lovobve indopendent  iniuiry.
collehorative learning, scif-awareness of the individual’s own
learning process, and purpeseful adaptation of new knowledge tn
the: learner's prior experiance, current mterests and firure aoals
Nigmi 1807 Slaven 19670 Currenly, thers is-an extensive Doy
ol emplrical zesearch that testilies 10 the imporfance of teaching
far actve learaing in fmproving the academic performance of
studenis at all Tevels {Prince 20U4). In addition w ils effeciivensss
in fostering academic achievarient. active learning has also Deen
crediled] with contributing ™ the development and mainesaice of
impartant democraric dispositions among learners. Lo eschewdng
iradiional. top cown feacher student ndadons and ercadraging
rrifical thinking. chobce, and active engagement, teaching Tue
active learning is belivved to contribute o the creation of & more
democradc socivly (Rousseau 1762/1978: Dewey 1916 Freie
TS0 5900.

For these reasure. teaching for active leamning has become a
common faiwe of edueational eform efforts around the world
lrom Europe (Stem and Huber 1997: Niemi 2002; Sturtevant and
Linek 2007) o Centmal America {deBaissa, Chesterfisll. and

& Mo Syak ¥ oFid B Vani Adm, T Cdrraar, Nursalmy T ddrs and Seoammi

Ramis 2002) to the Midate Eas: (Cinsherg and Megahed 2008
Meerora 2008), Indoncsia wo has promared teaching for active
leaming sine at least the 1980s through relorm inltiatives such &
The Way of Aclve Learning (Cara Belgjar Siswa Actf],
Edneasianal Unit Level Curvlenlum! (ETSP: Kurlkuium Tingaa!
Satgan Merdidian), and Active, Creative, Effective. and Joyfil
Leamting (PAKREM: Pambelgaran ol Kreadf Sfesl don
Meavenangkan), Despiie the evidence of acive leaming's
superiority 45 4 pedagogical stawegy over wadifvigl lansmission
models of teacking Lowever, wicespreal mloption of reaching for
artive learing smategies s poven diffloul berayse it réquires a
significant break with bow teachers themselves have been faught
and & change in the cultore of classronms and schools that is nol
dlways supported by administrators or pacemts (Niemd 2002
Kimogen and Mevalzinen 2005, Thus the DBEZ peoject’s
incorparation of teachng for actlve leaming &5 oo component of
fis fraining regime for teachers in Acch complemented and
etthanced previous effors by (he Ministry of Natinnzl Education
{MONE) to promace teaching for active leaming natinnwide.

The: DHE2 training in teaching for active leaning in Aceh was
part of a nation-wids effort camrisd oul in SeVER provinees ACToss
[ndonesia. The teaining in Banda Aceh started 71 March 2007 and
hy Movember 2008, 41 tralnings had heen conducted in the ciry.
The teaching for active learmina #fforr sterted with Narional Field
Sigfl Tralning and MWartiona Treining of Tralners. which was
replicated al the provincial level, The training focused on the
active loarning praciict a5 well as mentoring straregles fur eachers
and principals At the provinclal Jevel, Mudule Development
Teams. consising of Iocal universioy leclunees who bad boen
traired in active leaming scategies, developed waining modules in
matl, science, civic education and Dahass Indonesia which
inrarporated active icaming teaching stategies and the integration
of fechnnlogy i instction. These taining packages were miled
aue 10 clusters of schools, each of which had been equipped with a
leaming sesousce facility where the training ook place

The training packeges were delivered in o seriess ol waekshops
aver six days. These included a thee day school ream workshop
S Ieachers, school peincigals, schoc] committee members, local
SONE officials and Jozal Ministy of Religions Affates (MORA]
olficials. In this initial workshep participants were infrariced to
the practice of active lemming. classroom management and
sasessmment stralegies for active leaming as well 2s sample syllabi
and lesson plans, The fallowing workshop was & two-fay Teacher
Warkirg Croup which engaged reachers in discossion of Irssnn
planning and specific suhject matier. The final workshop was
atdressed 1o school  principals, providing  them with- an
understanding of active learming that would enahle them L

xnsilanse i Highar Frication, Volume 2, Numbse 2, Decemper 2001, pp, 79-82
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effectively menler and supervise reachers who were attempling to
intreduee getlve loerning strategies in their classroums.

Training workshops were (allowed by 20 days of mentaring in
particisants’  clzssrooms, which incloded peer and  frainer
ohservations. Each parlicipast was observed [n their classroom
and mentored by members of the module developmenl jeams @l
mastsr f=acher frainers. Aignments completed by participants
thering the:gowrss of the workshops and mentoring perion: were
collectad ine pustinhios. which were mviowed by facilitazars. 2nd
then ceetitiogl by a2 local university as equivalent o universily
credic s helping parlicianis respond o the mandate nf the
2005 Teachors and Lecturers et requining all teachers o hold ue
obrain & bacralaureate depree-by 2015, Teachers who tomplesed
the workshops ard demonstzated satisfactory serfurmance throegh
the mentoring orovess were honored as Ficld Snudy Mentars

Purpose of the Study

The literavire on ective learning, while prescriing simefhing of
g comsonams as lo the csefulness of the sratesy in oromotng
student achisvement, Is also candid abuout the difficuliies of
wansitioning from traditional transmission models of teaching to
teaching for zcive leaming, Such @ wansition reguires o break in
professional habits that mery have heen aequived aver many vears
of one's own schooling and teaching practice, [t also dismupls
studenrs’, admiristralurs’, parents’ and colleagaes’ taken-far-
granted - assumptions about how school works. Tno shor,
tansitioning In schve learming sirategles roquires 3 cultural
ehange in the classroom and the school (Miemi 20027 Kimaen
and Mevalainen 20030 Asd In an Indonestan educational cultie
shaped by decades of centralization and top down adminisieation,
the cultorsl change requived (e disseminare active  |lsaming
sirategies s particularly difficult (Bjock 2003).

Cogrizant then, of the imporance of teaching for active
Tearning a5 well as the difficalties of implementing it widely in
ndonesian schools, we warizd o know how traching for active
learring was faring 15 Acehnese schools after the DBEZ (raining,
We wanted v understand how eaching [or active learning 15 being
irplemented in Acehand what chalienges educaturs are faciug as
they attempt to teach for actve leaming in Aceh’s dementary
schools,  Wo o alse wanred e undessiand successful
fmplementations ol leaching [ur eclive leaming in Adchs
elemenlary schouls suoas o identlfy successful stategies that
might assist teachers in other schools in adupling (eaching lor
active learming, Tnogrder (o fnvestipats these guestlogs a ream of
fectueers from Sviah Kueala University (UNSYIAHR] and the Stale
Llamic Shodizs Institute [TAIN Ar-Raniry) in Banda Aceh, some
el whom had beca imvalved in the DBE? raining of Acehnese

tezchery, destgned and carried out 2 collehorative aclion researeh
project (Suinger 2007) forused an the follmwing questions:

o What do teschers du when they teach for aetve learning in
(he elassronm?

& What are teacher perseptions of what sepports are necsssary
funz successful aztive learning?

s Whal are tescher pereeptions of difficulties in implementing
teaching for active leaming?

o Whal are feachsr poreeprions of the effects of waching o
active learning with students?

o Whal are the principal’s and schoo! commilies membarg
understandings ard  misuncerstandings of teaching for
active learning?

Research Siles

Tn the ndanesian system of national educalion, both the 5D
and MEN offer sic years of schooling from the ages of six o
preslve. Thoough most of Indonesia, the MIN reguires additional
snhjects in Islamic learning bevond e standard curriculum. Uhess
include the hobv book of Tslam (4-Clerant, collections of e
Fropher Muhammad's sgyings as well a5 s pactior of Iskam
{Hadith), the failh and morat of Tslam {Agidah afia), Islamic law
[, Tstamie history, and the Arabic lanpwsee. Ino Aced,
however, SO and MIN condcdls aee almest Identleal since the
majority of commenity members are Muslim and the special
gonarmons political swns of Aceh bas allowed the Jocal
poverminent o jomodoce Islamic teaching inte Jocal regulations,
including thoss that govern edusation (Reld 2006).

The action research team from UNSYTAH and TATN Ar-Raniny
selected two MIN in the cily of Banda Aceh— MIN Mesfid Faya
and MM Rukoh—o lnvestzate whether the specifically religions
mission of the madrasah had any impact oo teaching for active
learming andl 1o complement the work of 3 second ressarch team
investlgating the imolementation of teaching for acthve learning in
two SO in Pands Acelt, MIN Mesjid Raya is 3 medem schuod
leieatedd onoa main road roughly delinesting the basdor between the
nral and wrwen areas of the elty, It is ¢e oldest madrasah
Banda Acch—established in 19539 —md eamilied 825 smdenrs in
2000 The scheol consisis of sivtern clssmooms, 2 librery. o
eanteen and better than vsual sapitation facilifies. Céven the Pl
of entollment, a7 prailes have multiple spetinns. which requires
st ectecdule and six days per weeh allendance 10 accommedare
all students. Class sizes sverage 42-43 sodents per classcoom
This exceeds the natonal standard, which is 28 swdents per
classroonm.

Expellenns in Higher Edicatian Valums 2, Mamber 2 Decéinbor 2007, o, 1583
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MIN Mesjid Rays has a staff of 28, twelve of whom are
resporary teachers ang three are administrative scaff. None of the
teachers have completed their hachelor's degrees: hoveever, all
have comgleted two pears of wniversity Inaning ia education  the
mirimwmn equired: under Indonesian law peior W the 2405
Tegehers and Loctwrors Aer and several are currently pursuing
degrees ar universities in Banda Aveh.'Lao hold nalional teaching
certificates, Approsimately 59 percenl ol e reachers ar2 betwesn
35- and 53-yearzold  while roughly 10 percent are searing
recizement. All af the reachers participaled o the DERZ fraining,
The parents of MIN Mesjid Raya core from a viriesy of socic-
erannmic classss i beth uban and el awas They fachds
laborers, small husiness persons, povernment empluyvess, ald
professionals,

WMIN Rk is lacated near the TRSYLAH and LATN campuses
ir the city of Banda Aceh. The schoul's lmihilings wese
reconstructed  affer heing destrowed] n the tsunemi on 26
Ticoember 21002, The schod? bas thiteen permanent wachers 2nd
efaht femporary teachers, sightesn of whom participated in the
IBEZ traiaing in 2007 and 2008, All teachers ar: women, with the
exception ol o man who coaches spurts. The teachers ars muostly
yuung, MIN Rukch ensolls 400 students in ten learning groups
with an aversge of fory stodents per class, Students are racked
according fo academic achievement, though they can muve finm
aae level to another hased on their performance, The school also
offirs rernedial insructon far these students who need il

Methads

The rescarch siarted in Febrsary of 2008 and eonchided in
April of 2010, Our ingulry was designed a5 an acrion research
project [Siringer 2007). We selecta this apprach because we did
st simply winl fo $now what was haspening with teaching for
ariive learing in these schouls, we wanied o assist (hern in theis
efforts g0 teach fog acive leaming and Lo learn whit we cold that
might help us disseminate (eacking for active learning more
widely in Aceh. As such, aur fwestigation imvelved multple
cveles of data pathering, analvsis, and vefnemen: of focus leading
to further data collecticn hefoee finally seuling cuan mlervention
soalesy, Data were colleced bomgh serni-stisciured neecviews
with teachers and principals. classmon observativns, and focus
proup discussions with t2acaers as well as from documents such 4s
lesson plans and classtonn asssssments, Owerall, a foal of
fourieen inlerviews vwere conducied with leachers of methematics,
Bahasa Indonesla, civic edvcation, sacial studies, Islamic law,
Curan, fadih, spors, bistory and Islamee enlluee, A ol of 22
elassronm nhservations were carid ou during the course of the

praject.

SoM Syah el B Yany Ad'tw, T Cermend, Nursalag, T il -and Sadmm)

Tnterview and focus group datg were tecovled and franseribed,
(bservarional data were collected in the $arm of field notes. ATl
data were analyzed firse halistically i onder (o idenlify Themes
amerging from e dam and tien categorically in order o (dentily
patterns within differont themes. In keeping wilh the porspecttve
nf Stephen Hemmis gnd Robin MeTaggar (20000 on actian
research as involving muldple cveles of daa colleciion and
analysis, the team wsed data analysis afmr the inddal rounds of Jats
collectiom o ce-direct subsequent rocnds ol dale cellostion,
Ultimataly, the team reached d puin al which we il that we kaew
enough aboul (e eflin io lech foc active learaing in both schools
thiitl wee weere ready o intervens in the prociss.

Findings
Teacher Awareness af Aceive Learning

A slonificant portion of the tzacning staff of both TN hesjid
Rava and MIN Hokoh participsled in the actwe learning
workshops facilitated Ty DREZ Others also recebvad [raiming on
teaching for active learalng from other organizatinns, One teacher
explained, "Some of ws gol iraining from DEEZ or oibier
nengovemmert:| organtzations (NGOs), espectally e math and
geienee” (MUY [ukoh Teacher Inferdew) Treachers alsn reporied
participating in parinersiips with the provincial level office of
MORA which were intended 16 support teaching for active
jearning. DBEZ (raining was also fallowsd up with mentozing by
mastnr feacher mainers. school supervisors and lacel BORA
officials. The praject 3lsn supportsd principals, teschers and
sehigl comminee memhes Lo visil other schonds which had been
surcessfully using ective learring stratzgies. Claarly, usany of the
teachers of bath schoals had had signilican exposere o the
practice of teachisg for activee leaming,

Tmplemeniaiion

Aucording 1o the teachers, both schonls bave made progress i
implementing feaching for active learming: "Cureently we are
implementing active learning in feaching” (MIN Rukoh Tescher
Interview). In 2 focus group discussion ot MIM Megfid Raya,
however. eachers reporled that implementation of active leaming
depended upon the subject taught. These teachers zppeared fu
believe that active leaming strateghes were most feasille in
subjects where (here was strong student interest, When 2 member
of the rescarch team asked une Mesjid Raya teacher whether fhey
ware encounlering difficulties in teaching lor aclive learning,
hewwierer, she replied " fnsva 2zl (Cod willing). so far it goes
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smcothly becacse the students are used to studying in groups and
Tearming togecher™ (MIN Misjid Raya Teacker Dnterview), Cthee
teachers reparted that mathematizs, science. Aradic, 1ocal content
curriculum snd life skills classes were becng raught with actve
learning stratagics.

Some leachers ol trdividual subjecrs eonfimed thae they were
fncleed attempreg to pet ino practice what they had learned in
DBEZ trainings. In ope focvs proup discussion, Foronstanes;
mathematies teachers described thet: practee of siaring with
incividual work Belore pulting shdenis nowork: igethar in pairs
and finally in grnips as active learning. Science teachers in
particubar claimed 10 bave embreced feaching for active learning.
Working around their lack of Tabozatany space of equipment, these
tezchers talked of teking Ceeir studerls out of e classroom o
phserve plants or work n the school's Ferbal gerden, Thiey
somerimes asked students (o observe the weather and [reguantly
assignad students 1o work n gmoups. And they amempred (o
corsrnct themeatic st draw coneec@ons Gebeeen seience and
Tslarmic values, thus coriributing, in theie onderstanding, o the
cognitive, psychomotar and effective develcpment of their pupils,

When ane member ol the research cam askerd s science reacher
abwur studenss’ ot taking durlag experiments. however. she
replied that note taking was nol reguinal during experimenis
because the corceprs undes swdy had been explained earlisr in
classes, This suggested to the team thal this wacher, 1 least, may
unierstand alternating berween waditional, {ecture ademed class
work-and labomatory type exercises as lgaching [or aclive lesruing,
Tn fact. other teachers confessed that, while they were required 1o
compose lesson plans that included sciive Taming ectivilties, they
peefarred oo teach dn their aceustomed manner, which was
lecturing

Islamic studies teachers alse described their effons to tzach for
active learning. They reporied using pieturas. a5 promnpls n-alic
grinip discussions ahout & ropic reiated fo the picture. || hese group
discussions were then presenied to the whole class and the resulis
tisplaved um the elsmam wall. Teachers would then evaluate
their work. reinforce the lesson as necessary, and then assipn
hormewerk, Teachers of Tslamic law (G an particolar repormed
nsing  this smategy  because swedents  found  picteres  from
NEWSPEPEDS OF Toagazines Alractive, and they cowd be used 1o
saark conversatlons about varloas religtons conceps.

Oiher (eachers described their effors wowse actve leaming
sEategies in their classronm. e, for instance, used. scngs and
oames 0 enecgize ber swudens i e momming, A DBabass
Tnlomieesiiar teachon said “Lapplied the active tearming model. | ask
students to interview zzoples around e school and then create a
STy and present i 0 class” (MIN Rukob Teacher Interview).
While science and math teachers reported reaching for active

learning on nmeros opics. some of the social studies. religion,
and language weechers do not appear (o he rmplementing 08 i theb
elasarontiv. One soeial studies wacher reporied T find i diffieud
10 implement teaching for sctive lesmirg . because there is a0
spiecizl astive leaming trainlng for social studies™ [MIN Mesjid
Rava Teacher Interview) Alse, shorlsges af classronm spaen in
the schools eegived trachers th move from one . classroom 10
anothier and Jed school officlals to permit commuzily goups o
use schoal facilities alter ko, This nierfered with teachers
efforts tn display  stucents. work, which (Hey saw s an
impedirmenl oaclive earming.

Nd Habirs and Mispercepians

Basaed on our inlerviews and [ocgs gy discussions with
feachiers In MIM Mesjid Hava and MIN Rokoh it appeared thar
most tegchers ad received training in teaching for active Tearming
amd thai those who had were atempting to implement their
understanding o what they leammed in their wém classrooms,
vlassroom ohservations, hewever, and ongoing inerviews. shed
rnse Highe oo challenges some zeachers faced as well as the extern
1o which teaching fur active learning was being implemenied. (s
sevlew of lesson plans for mathematics, Islamic morlify. sucil
studies, Bahazs Tndonesta, sl lsbemie low, for Instance, rovealed
that these teachers were not incleding active leaarning stralesfes in
their imstructonal plans, One leacher explained, "W ueed tonot
neeeasarily teach as described in the lesson plan We crested ihe
strateqy as we faughl withour puiting ot in the lesson plan’ (MIN
Rukah ‘leacher Internvdewl. In our chservations ol some
classrooms. especialiy hise baching the Dueqr and Aadfh, we
froenel That the teachers encoureped memorzation and wsed sinple
tewards and punishments o eaforce compliance with Ieerning
ahijectives. Cther tparhers seomed to understand acdve leaming as
allawing papils to play freely wilhout specifisd rales or poliches.
T apply active leaming by letting sudents leare while plaving
withour riles oF policies” WIN Mesjif Rayd Teacher Interview)

Cur inecviews and focus geoups B both schools, b
particitarly In MIN Mesjid Rava, offersd imsortan addiienal
insighis into wachers sl princigals” perceptines ol whar eacking
for achvie learning {5 o addiden o the misperceptivn of active
learning as simply unsorucwred play, wachers strongly assouiile]
seanhing. Mo ative learing with gooup activities.

The lzaming process depends on the teacher, the subject
matter, the topic and the material For exsmple, 0 Bahasa
Imdomesia eomeersation, studons Learn 1 peirs: In science. they
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are learaing in groups. For me, Tlook at the material firsl, the
see whethes they have o worl dn groups or paird. (MIN Rokok
Tuacher [nferview]

A mathematics tescher reported T usially dovide stadends fita
zroups berause this makes them fneus on osometry mateelals like
arigami”  (MIN Rukob Teacher [nterview]. Other teachers
expressad (he view that if studens are seated Facing the tront of
the clasgrcom, as in & theater, and suwlests are not workang m
mrowps. then active learming is mor taking place. This bielief = ai
least parthy shapad by eachees’ perception that principals amd
sepervisors assmne thay teacking [or acrive learing requires
studens to b seated i small gowps. One wacher recounted an
nhservation of her class by the school princtpal. T deagll T had
implemenied active learning, hut the supervisur said | had aot He
sald “Your teaching was pood bul you have tooset studemis in
grpaps, AcThve leaming st (ake phace i groups' (MIN Mesjid
Raya Teacher Interview), hese sorts of differences in
undersigiding between teachers anil thelr supervisors contribute to
2 sense of uncentainly ahout what exactly constitutes teaching lor
active leariine and what dogs not, thus undermining reachers
cumiideree i themselves and thelr shility o teach for active
learning.

Dechey about Active Learning

This tendency ‘o wquate active lesming with group aclivirg
corbritnites 10 somae teschers” doubis show the feasibiliny of actve
learning in their schonl because shorlages of space make groud
getiviny problemage. Dme seiones feacher said that smdents
became hored wilh agompts to conducl meperiments inside the
classroums, (Beither schow) has dedicaed laboraiories). B i she
takes them oulside, ey are disiracled by crowds of students
engaged irosine artivities i (he seme time and place. Oter
leackers report their teloctance o reArEnge classtooms W
arcommidate group activites because they are concernd that diis
might anncy the teacker wha uses the classiann Immediaely alter
them,

& nusmber of eachers pspressed concers abwut the noise and
classToum TEmgrniEat issuss they sssociated with group activity
and tesching for active learming. Fhey insigted that, with 38 45
pupis in a single classeonm. rearranging chaies for group acivin
was not Tensinle as students could not easily move around: “1F we
weant to divide studirits In growps, they make noise when they kaep
meving the tables and chairs, Then when other tzachers come to
i classroom, they mewve the tshles and chairs back fnlo 2
vadidonal armangement” (MIN Mesjid Raya Teacher Interview]
Avnacher weacher argued “Lezching for active leamning s nnr

SN Sl ¥ Fiird, 8 Yani Addim ¥ Cheaad Nuesalmn, ¥ (e, s Sabarm

epitable e the schools which lave a large numbser ol students
Because the classeuom |s narrose. When we divide the shudents in
aranpes: then, the riassroom will be [ull acd nosy” (MIN WMes|id
Raya Veacher Interview),

Another frequently ssared concern was eachers’ need W meel
anannl comiculum benchmarks. These wwachers olieved  that
teaching For active Ieaming was a less elficienr use of tnstructiveal
time, thus jenperdizing their prospects of meeting (e deadlices,
Cme teacher whio worked with frst year students sald 1 weach with
active Jeaming .. bul it does oo fiwell with the semester and
annal work plan. My students are not very capable. so T have o
repeal the enplanation mary Gmes, 50 I do oot rech the
cuiticulurs target” (MY Mesiid Rays Teacher Inlerview].

Anather teacher claimed (fel before the implementation of
ardive learning stodents wire leaming to read @ Grade 1. bt after
implementing active learning, meny were not reading even b
Crade 2. Ton Anggrek 2 mecher st MIN Mesjid Raya, stated "We
sometime leaih with zotive learning approach but not all (e rlen
bevause we are worried that there will notbe snough tme to zach
the curricehiim tacger” Thu Buogenvil complained “Teaching for
active learaing makes the teacher busier and complicares. our lives
avschool. Byery day we are asked o write lesson plans, which we
diil s e before. Active warming adds o our wockicad™ (MIN
Mesjid Rawva Teacher Interview) Similar semimenly were
exoressng by refigious studies eachers.

The Koie of Seluvol Leaders

Chur interviews with principals revealsd that the principats of
hith schools Tiad been tined in eaching for sclive leaming, And
both procipals indicated that they red o sepon theds staff in
teaching for active leamning. “We enjov active learning, We
apprecisle aciive learning and ask leachers o impleménl it RN
Rukoh Principal Interview). Another principal wpnrted "As s
principal, semctimes | de not have (he apaeiy 1o guide teachers
fiactive learming. In those situations 1 invite (he sxpert i teach
them” (MIN Mesjid Raya Principal Tnterview). The success of the
principals- i translating (hese-avowed support for aclive learning
ino teaching fer active learning n their schoals' clasmnms
appeaced 1o differ, however, MU Rukoh feachers, for instance,
said “Cur principal always supports sl puides os o implement
artive learning from preparing lessan glans. to teacking the class,
o post class discmsinns” [Facus Group Discussian, RN Eukob)
Tn arldiricn, they were mutivaler] and supported in hedr cftons 1o
reach far active learning hy e example of (heir principal: “We
saw huw The prncipal teaches, She creates opporimnifics for
stiernt rperiences, Fur example, she wok a @obit mothe class
rarrm Lo shiw wiat kind of food mbbis eat. Then she kets studenes
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go tuside 1o pick several plants when she teaches shour plants”
(Fogus Gromp Discassion, MTH Bukohl. & leagis Tom MIN
Mesjid Raya, on e oder hand, said, “Our principal abways
ereonrages us o dmplement aclive leaming, bt she rarely guides
us in hew to prepere good lesson plans or modisciss ow
difficulties in ‘mplementcng active leaming” (MIN Mesjid Rava
Teachor batervicw).

Cir mterview and focws group data contain frequent comments
bwv teachers an differsnces of perception of actve leaeniang
between leschers and supervisors. One mathematics feacher
reported, “We are confused abowr how to impletent active
lzarning, What we mean by active leaming is different from the
supervisne”  (Focus CGroup o Desewssien MINS Mesjid Raval
Jrmother teacher reporied on an exchange with 2 supervisor after a
classroom evaluation. *1 thought 1 was anplementing active
learning. bul the superviser said I was not The supervisor said
wour eaching was gond hor yon have o gar shdenis in grngs
Active learning must take place in proups’ ' (MIN Mesjid Hayva
Teacher Intervigw), This principal in particulsr belisves thal acive
learning should be implemented 0 groups, thar there should be
displays of studenls” work. G stodeit workishests should be
availaile, and thar studenrs showld be mome active than the eacher,
This principal said, ' Siting in groups, Task teachess o arrange the
class by grouping, bot ot every day. The class can be oarrmaged,
Tl el a1 beschers do bt Then, there should be g display of
stwdets’ wack s wothshees” (MIN Mesjidl Eeiva Principal
Interview;. Such conflicting coaceptions of what aztlve learning Is
vy e eortriboting 1o teachors” confusion aboat what ey should
be doing and 10 resisiance o reaching for active learning. Aftzr
ek a - incident, one wacher said T did md want active '||33rnij1_g_
and [ do.not implement it” (MIN Mesjid Raya Teacher Intepview).

Active Learming and Stadent Ability

Some teachers claimed to mech for active lededag b
expresser (he view (hal il is not effective bacause smdents bave
different levels of intelligence and comprebension, These tearlers
fell thal teaching fur active leaming might be more effective for
mare advanced students but not for slower -sidens, Teachers
founi it easier w implerment teaching for active learning in coce
rlasses (Wi advanced stdents) rather than regular classas, One
teather sgid, “Actually the learning processes are the same. but
simlenis o rore-class ave miore developed and actbve than regular
rlasses where there is [ess comperiction and sitdents are a litthe hit
pazsivg, Tn thinse clgases the teacher is mors active (han studenis”
iU Bukoh Teacher Inerview). The teachers fave to prepare
bemer when ey teach more advanced stodents bevause (hess
smdents  give wvery  gond  responses oand o somerlmes  ask

unpredictable questions. This was nor somerhing ey ohsorwd
fram Bueser achivving saplenls: They fended o be e passive
N less responsive o assignments.

Tn mierviews amd. foows groups, leachers reponed elving
primarily on exboraion, ecogeition. and small revamds 1o
niotivate students to be more active in their own lezming An
Arabic teacher, For inslanee, sabd " motivale siudents by sayimg f
you are’ good in Arsbic, you will mave]l abroad”™ (WMIN Mesjid
Rava Todehor Inicesiew): Other teackers eepomicd thal fhey post
students’ assignments in e classroom o recognize good work
Bul other tegchers, in response o cesparchens’ questons shout
the:r ‘siratepies to moddvate students, responded with comments
Mt sugpest Broilzd elloens 1o mobivate sindents 1o be more acie
in their classrooms. & math teacher said. *1 ask stedears o woek
groups ar pairs” (MY Mesiil Bava Teacher Tnisniew]. A s=scher
of Ielamic law: stated T asz students to discuss the topic they keeen
and write te concingion in shident workishests™ MDY Messd
Haya leacher Interview]. & math reacher sxplained “Siudents
learn individually firsl, and then they work in pairs, next they lesm
rogetteer in groups” (MIN Wesjid Rava Tracher Inferview).

M Bukoh teachers said the impact of active deaming in their
schogl 15 that 1gachers started o think of alternative ways W Leach,
W motvats soudents, and o do assessments: They said their
stindenis were mars comfident 10 mise qoestions and expres Heir
vpitigns. They wers more tolarent, respected other people’s fdeas
] were bl o woakas @ leams, Cre leacher said. "Coamrently (e
students are braver than before. They ace minee active ln giving
pinions. Their achievement s alse higher Leaming by plaving
makes students less bored” (MEN Rukoh Teacher Interview).

Student Perceptions

The students In MIN Rukeh seemed o respond pasitively o
their teschers’ effors, They seemed to be prond of ther
achievemonts, especially [ thelr work wes posted o the
classroom. ar indication that chey had earned their tzacher's
appreciatinn When asked by a member of the eesearch team ahout
his favorite: subject, ome boy ceplisd that mathematics was his
favailte. " Don't yoe find Ediffieul?” the rescarch asked. “We've
ilready potten used to it the boy replied. 'Tou Manis (his teacher]
plavierd somme gaies and Thar we do il again® (IMIN Bukob Stordent
Interview). Another sjudernt exprossed a preference for sports.
while anether liked science, even though here were nu games
(e hoy reported that he prefemred o work 6o groups of boys
ecause girls @hed o moch amd complained. Children dascribed
v theds teacher walked around, abserving thetr work in groups:
IF some classmates were inaciive in group aclvities, the chainmman
of te group would repor their imactivicy to the scacher whe wiould
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wittthold & grade from (hat student. All in 41l discussions wits
studens in MIN Hukob suggested that they were aware ol thele
teachors” offarts 1o teach for active learming (hoagh nane of them
wsed that term) and thar they vere raspnnding positively

The Rele of the School Comntittes

Firally. school committee members in barh schools ppressel
sesme Famsiliarity with eaching toractive leaming which they had
gatned in DIBE? warkshnps. but did not see ir as part of tiedr ke
to be tovabverd Inproesine eaching for active learning In the
claseronm, “We participared in actve leaming raining comducted
by DEEZ and qeher XGOs four times.” the head ul ihe school
committee said  (MIN Rukeh Schwol  cuninites  bMember
[nterview), Tiwever, the school conmites daes nor abserve the
active Tearning process directly dn <he classoom, “We rely on the
principal o ulserve and tepart o us about fmplementation of
laching for active Jearming” (MLX Rukoh school Committee
Aember Tnteview). School commiliee members see their job as
wirking with the principal i bucger planning and expenditures
for plvsical rehabilitatinn of the school, teacher welfare. honoraria
for contraet fnnn permanent) mchees, extracurticular ackivities, et
eeter, Dre teacher interviowed agessd: “The contrtbutien of Lhe
school cormumitree is to focus on developing nfrestruciure. - Lacy
are not focused on supporting teschers o implement sclive
Tearming” (M Hukeh Teacher Inmoviow],

Discussion

The praprntecance of the resesnch team's dasa shows that there
is 4 high level of awsneness of teaching for acive leaming In bodk
MIN Mesjiil Rayae and MUY Rukoh. The teachers, principals, local
supervisars and schocl committee members are 210 familisr wid
the termm and show evidence of varving degrees of Gamiliarity with
e concept itself. In addision, the dats show 4 real intent 5o
implement (eaching for acove learuing o both-schocls. Toh
schuals are oving and their ofTs beve shown some success.
Teachars repurl e studeats are braver: they aré mors active in
ulfering opinions and ars mome confident about raising questions
and more comlgriable o waorking in teams. At least cne leacher
waidl thew e leaming 1o be more taleeant, to respect other people's
ideas. We cannol conflem from our dats how widespread these
stident efivcrs re, bur these hehewines are certainly consistent
with the sort of democratle dispesitions some adveocatss. of
teaching for active learming claim tho  smategy pronobes
IdeBacssa, Chesterfiell, and Hames 2003},

Hewever, teachers’ inderstaniling of active learmng s sl
desveloping. Ohur dale supgest tnot they tend 0 associane active

SN Spal ¥ opRn B Yand Adlin T Oernan, Noesaimd, T Jdeke and Sacanm

learning with physical indicaiors rather than cognitive: ot
peycholugicsl grocesses. Among these subjocss, eachig [or
active loarning is heavily associated wirh groun work, rearanging
the ghevsical space af classrooms, and disglaying sudent wink,
These may &l be pusitive degarmres from madiiional sl o
both of these schonls, but they are ot necessaily teacking for
active Inerming. Funhermore, ihe fendency emeng our sulijects to
foous on the outward physical display assoviaied with acdve
learniag may be lsading Lo prublintc miceptions of taching
for active learting. Foe instance. some of our sabjects seem Lo
eyt leaching for active Jeaming with unstructured play, This Is
cleacly mot whal active learning is aboul. Such & pecccption of
active learning will no doubt yndirmine i credibility in e eyes
of teachers, school leaders and parents,

Whike irachers and principals seem sineare in there expressions
il suppart for the idea of teaching for active leaming, they do have
concerrs. Thelr worry about the niisg-aed lack of traditinga|
classmont order suggess izl their notion of a proper classonam is
still quite traditional. They are concerned thar eaching far active
learning is a less efficient wse of ingmuctional rme, fherely
jeopardizirg their ability w achieee cavicelar benchusiis
mandatzd by the ministry, &wl somn are clearly nal convineed
thar their sfudents are bearning more through active learming,
Dihers spem w0 Tesent @ change i professional habils that they
pereeive as an addilional burden rather than o Derrer way @ de
whial theey de,

ln some cases, (hese omeerns are exocerbalied by different
anderstandings of eaching lor aclive learning Detween [pachers
and principals Several teaches told s that they thought they were
teachite fur active lsaming Dnly o b okl by thelr p;lm;ipal 1kt
iy were coo This i o diubt confusing end feteatlng and

cely exacerbates a fendency among leachers socialized inlo a

lilghly centralized prolessional culiure o want e be fold what to
do |Djork 2004). One social studies fachor, for instance, sad that
she eould not teach o setive learning because: the training she
attended was nol spec.fically focused on teaching for achws
tearning in socal studies, Whers the school leader was eble
personally medel a-concepton of teaching loe active leaming, as
i WM Rukah, this confusion and fruswetion seenwed m he
meutralized snd teachors falt more comliable and commiited 19
trying 1o teach for srtive Jsarming, Whers this was pol the case, &5
in MIN Mesiin Rava. this confusion and Trustration seemed (o
wmdermine teachers” willingness (o 4y feaching for active learming
and, at teast in eme inslance, seomed medcil explicit fosisrance.

Intervention
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Aftor months of fieldwork in both MIN Rukoh and MIN
Adesiid Fava it bevaine clear 7o the research ream that MUY Rukoh
wits having more seceess In implementing leaching fur active
cearning than MIN Mesjid Raya, Our date suggesied the following
dilficul s i BTN Mesjid Raya:

« The principal, schoo! commitles meanbers, suprvisoes and
somie Leachers Bave mispemeptions of reaching for active
Tearning;

o A siprificanl ol of studeots dn aor support the
implementation of active leaming,

o The schoul cominitee actvides do aor focus oo
Implementarion of active leaming

o Thes: suems fe be a lack of communicaton betwesn
teachers and parsnts

o Thereis a ack of effsctive menoring of teachers w teach
for active learning,

Based upan our anabyvsis of the challenges MIN Mesjid Rava
Feced in implemnenting acltive leaming strategles. we designed and
implemented an intervention in the furm of workshops For
teachers, prinui[,-u]s. sehool rommitice members and supervisars at
WM Mesid Bava. Tae workshops focused on the use ol low-cost
instructional media. how o encourdge Sludent interest in learning
by didng, hew to fncorporate differant teaching methodologies aml
offective mentaring sratagies

Thir worksheps were condected at MIN Rukoh, with the MIN
Rukoh principal and teachers acting as ‘eilitanes. The principal
af MIN Mesjid Rava was invited, along with her {eachers and
school commilles sembears, Members of the research team
Facititated and absereed the workshops. The principdl of MIN
[fukoh started the workshops with an explanation of the rationalz
of getive learning end 8 discossion of vanous misconceptivns of
active leerning. She also shaved e sirateey she USes 10 cncourags
active Ieaming 1o her schonl and s fmpact on the school, the
reachers and the students. She also described the sole ol ihe
principal, leachers, schuol committes members, supervisors and
shudennz I the suecess of her school in implementing feaching for
active learning. Almost all partivipants sctively pariclzated In the
wirksheps, sharing thel experience. knowledge and ideas with
othier parricipants,

The feachers of MIN Hukeh demensrated teaching for active
learning n their own cassrooms while participants absersed from
the bicle of the mom, They began by introducing the leaming
abjectives ta the studsrts. aranging the steilents in several proups.
distribuling siudent werksheets and asking one of the students o
iaseribe and discuss 2 piemurz I each group, The leschers also

demonsirated classtocm mapdgemen| strtegies. celnforcing and
clarilying e involvement of each student in his or hir group
bdping students 1o perform their assigwed tasks. monitoring
student prograss, smil demonsiradng her appreciation of stadems’
work a3 (@ was presentsd o the class. Thoy coneleded with a
simmary of the Tesson, ashing students 1o reflect on their leson
betore describing follow np activitios and closing the class with an
expression of her ragardy (o the sludents’ sarenrs;

Resnlis of e dnfervention

The warkshops did nol dispel snme parents’ skepticism aboat
[eaching [oo active learning

T s 3 feachar whisaid she was teaching for active leaming,
Fhe teazher pave anoassigiaeent oo the sdentsand then
walked uul of the clzssmam o have coffes and chat with uther
teachers. Is this active LearmingT 1 <till doubr the acrive l2arming
approach is effective reaching. Many smdents were langht
withour the active learming sporoach and they had very gnaod
draderic.achioyrmenr. What | see in this workshop might nol
b real, It must be set up oo show that active Ieaming s an
effective dppruach, Allwugh 1 saw in this school zachers
implevseniing active l=aening, the classroom was sel up vesy
well. students were sitting in grougs, there s Jots of educational
mregdia a0 the classroon studencs” portfolios ane: hung in the
classroom, swdents are actively answering questions. and
ferachers acted as facilltators to encourage student sotivity. But
this must b a plav, roe & real clessreom: (MIN Mesjid Rava
Farent Ingepvlew

f momth after the workshop one.of the researchers inlardewed
tals pareat ammin to ses iF he had changed his esumation of
teching for active leaming, "Actve learming 'n MIN Bikal Is
garsd. [t's nat just piay,” he said

Atrer seping several tsach for aclive leaming In MIN Rukoh,
and after [ discussed this with other teacaers, 1 believe Lhis
could also ke done in MIN Mesjid Rava, Thowever, ir necds
suppart from the school principa’, wha stlll doesn 't understand
active Tearning very well 1 do nol know wlry in e sithool
(WM Mesjid Baya), (he school principal is often changac by
the lacal MORA office before they finish their conwact Every
new school principal will aeed some lioe W leam active
learming and his makes less motlvation for the wachers (@
imiptement & Our current principal is now wativated w0
Imalement active leamning aler she anserved MIN Rukoh and
discussed it with the MIN Rukoh principel. Hiveever, sighe
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now she i5 being ransferrsd W0 anelber schoal. (rferview,
RATR Wlesjid Raya Parent Inlervicw)

In a fullow up visit to MIN Mesjld Rays, we obsered a
migating will ilie teachers in which the principal zncocraged (hem
i implement teching for active leaming n their scheol,
especially fur thase who followed DBE2 trainings. The principzl
alsn performed 7 woekshop on the school action plan peoposal to
sesk budget support to ofer an active learning workshop in (heir
schonl whes the MIN Bukoh teachers and the principsl weold be
invited as tesunice persons. However, before itis plaz could be
smplemented, the principal had been innsfered to another school
by the local MORA office.

An Arabic language eacher we inlerviewed n this fnllow up
visic expressed her belief that teaching for aciive learring wes
effective and that §t could be implemenied 1 hes schoul just as it
was in MIN Rukoh. However, when we observed classes in MIN
Mesjid Faya after the mizrvenrinn, we found thar thers was 17
mech change in fie reaching. The studens were silling I groups,
and in the corner of the classmom (here was a Teading corme, @
vharket corner and A pnsting of rewards Jost as we saw in MIN
Bukok, last the reaching was siill quite wadrionals the leacher
spesklng and the studrnms passive. The social science lacher we
nbservell just read off her notes and asked studenis (@ write down
what they heard. She explalned some senlonces o words that she
taught might be' new 1o te siudats, She never atlempeed o
relate the I2sson (o the sludents’ lives or thelr epvironment. The
questions she asked of (e students did not generate studenf
Urirking. The stodenis anly answered “yrs™ ar ‘no’ or chose the
answer listed. There was x sk difference, however, in the
spivnoe vlass we phserved in the same school. The tescher was
highly motivated to tsaca. Studonts actively participated in their
gvm loarning. The lesming soemed conlexualized. The fescher
hielped the students (o think eritically, The students haked happy

Conclusion

I our final inierview with (e schocl supenssor, e reported
that “recerily the tzachery in MIN Mesjid Rava have improved
their teaching strategy it comparison with lheir previous
serformanice, [ supervsed them all. Seme felf upset withe e
perduse [ gave fhem a bower grade. | expecied thal this will get &

mepative response at Fiest, bur | Enow they hase been working:

berrer (MORA Sebnnt Supervisor Tmterview). Clearly, while
watkshops can he effective in raising the awareness of teachers
ahemt the advantages of eaching for sctive leaming end may leseaed
some teachers o experimest with new eaching sttegles, ous
imvestigarion confims the findings of Hanoele Niemi (2002) and

§M Sush ¥R B Yani Adfiee T Cormed Meesaded, T Jdns and Sabarad

Flija Klmonen and Rairia Novalaimen [2005) that school-wide
adoption of active learniag reguires & change in schoel culre,
end culiural change is nol easy or fast Worksheps atone are nol
enoigln Much depends upon effective leadership. conlinsty nf
eifort, and- Inpg-rerm menioring and support of eachers.

Maote

| Feucational Ural Level Corrieolum (KTSP: fSurtbmlun Digha
Satiman Pencicia is a basic curmiculum framawork derived from
the matlonal cumicudum for K-12 for the purpese of providing
guidance in e farmudativn of eduiarional unit Jevel rurdeulum
anil syliabus to each edueatingal unit,
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